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Simpson Elementary
Readers Group
The Simpson Readers Group is now accepting applications from 4th and 5th graders who love to read!  Join us for this fun opportunity to read interesting books and participate in thoughtful discussions!  From this group, a team of 10 members will be selected to participate in the Gwinnett County Readers Rally Competition.  Selection criteria will include completion of reading assignments, participation in group discussions about books/authors, attendance, and school competition scores.
Purpose of Readers Rally:  

To promote reading with students who desire to share their love of reading with others.  Students will read books from the Readers Rally Book List and participate in discussion and activities pertaining to these books.  The group will culminate in a school competition which will determine the team of ten students who will go on to the county Readers Rally competition.
Requirements:
· Students must be in 4th or 5th grade. Space is limited, so turn in your application as soon as possible.  All applications are due by Wednesday, August 21st.
· Teacher Recommendation Form

· Parent Permission Form – Parent agrees to pick up student at 4:50 p.m. in front of the school after each meeting. – First meeting is August 28th.  If student qualifies for the Readers Rally Competition, parent agrees to provide transportation to and from Berkmar HS on Saturday, March 8th.

· Student Application (including essay) – Student agrees to read books from a predetermined list (see below), create 10 quiz-bowl type questions for each book, participate in book discussions and activities, attend meetings after school, take good care of books from the media center, and give best effort during competition practices.
Facilitators:

Gayle Dingler – Fifth Grade Teacher
Stacey Dunlap – Media Specialist

Beth Farris – Reading Specialist

Rhea Oberholtzer – Fourth Grade Teacher
Carla Stephenson – Media Clerk

Meeting Dates and Times:
Wednesdays, after school from 3:45 p.m.– 4:50 p.m. (Snack will be provided.)
	2013
	2014
(Only the Team of 10 will meet the 2014 dates below)

	August 28
	January 8, 15, 22, 29

	September 4, 18, 25
	February 5, 12, 19, 26

	October 2, 9, 16, 30
	March 5

	November 6, 13 20
	

	December 4, 11, 18
	

	December 18 (Team of 10 selected following final school competition)
	March 8 - Readers Rally Competition, Berkmar HS – 9:00 a.m.


Top 4 elementary school teams will compete in a Championship Event on Tuesday, March 18, 2014 at the Instructional Support Center.

Readers Rally Book List:

	Title 
	Author 

	America is Under Attack: September 11, 2011: The Day the Towers Fell 
	Brown, Don 

	The Boy on Fairfield Street 
	Krull, Kathleen 

	Edgar Allan’s Official Crime Investigation Notebook 
	Amato, Mary 

	The Lemonade War 
	Davies, Jacqueline 

	The Mary Celeste: An Unsolved Mystery from History 
	Yolen, Jane 

	Masterpiece 
	Broach, Elise 

	The One and Only Ivan 
	Applegate, Katherine 

	Out of My Mind 
	Draper, Sharon 

	Savvy 
	Law, Ingrid 

	Touch Blue 
	Lord, Cynthia 

	Who Was Helen Keller? 
	Thompson, Gare 

	A Whole Nother Story 
	Soup, Cuthburt 

	Wonder 
	Palacio, R.J. 

	Young Fredle 
	Voigt, Cynthia 

	The Friendship Doll 
	Larson, Kirby 

	 
	 


For more information please visit our website at http://simpsonmediacenter.weebly.com/readers-rally.html
or contact Stacey Dunlap at
 (stacey_dunlap@gwinnett.k12.ga.us)
